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Proclamation 8385 of May 22, 2009 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For over two centuries, Americans have defended our Nation’s security 
and protected our founding principles of democracy and equal justice 
under law. On Memorial Day, we honor those who have paid the ulti-
mate price in defense of these freedoms. 

Members of the United States Armed Forces have placed our Nation’s 
safety before their own for generations. From the first shots fired at 
Lexington and Concord to the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, these brave patriots have taken on great risks to keep us safe, and 
they have served with honor and distinction. All Americans who have 
enjoyed the blessings of peace and liberty remain in their debt. 

As we remember the selfless service of our fallen heroes, we pray for 
God’s grace upon them. We also pray for all of our military personnel 
and veterans, their families, and all those who have lost loved ones in 
the defense of our freedom and safety. 

Today, as we commend their deeds, we also bear a heavy burden of 
responsibility to ensure that their sacrifices will not have been in vain. 
This means that, as we uphold the ideals for which many have given 
their last full measure of devotion, the United States must never waver 
in its determination to defend itself, to be faithful in protecting liberty 
at home and abroad, and to pursue peace in the world. 

In respect for their dedication and service to America, the Congress, by 
a joint resolution approved on May 11, 1950, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
116), has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling on the 
people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace and designating a period on that day when 
the people of the United States might unite in prayer. The Congress, 
by Public Law 106–579, has also designated 3:00 p.m. local time on 
that day as a time for all Americans to observe, in their own way, the 
National Moment of Remembrance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 25, 2009, 
as a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour begin-
ning in each locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in 
prayer. I also ask all Americans to observe the National Moment of Re-
membrance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. I urge 
the press, radio, television, websites, and all other media to participate 
in these observances. I also request the Governors of the United States 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of 
all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff 
until noon on this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States, and in all areas under its juris-
diction and control. I also request the people of the United States to 
display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the customary fore-
noon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sec-
ond day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of 
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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8386 of May 26, 2009 

National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year, hurricanes threaten the safety of American families in coast-
al and inland communities. These powerful storms can cause heavy 
rainfall, high winds, tornadoes, and storm surges, which can in turn 
bring severe flooding, power outages, damage to homes and businesses, 
and loss of life. 

Awareness and preparation are critical to surviving and recovering 
from hurricanes. During National Hurricane Preparedness Week, I call 
on all Americans—including private citizens and those working in gov-
ernment, business, and the nonprofit sector—to plan ahead and help 
secure the safety and property of those who face advancing storms. 

Americans can take basic steps before a hurricane arrives. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and the National Hurricane Center 
recommend developing a family disaster plan, creating and maintain-
ing a disaster supply kit, securing one’s home, and designating a safe 
place to go during a storm. Throughout a storm, individuals should al-
ways remain aware of weather conditions. More information on pre-
cautionary measures is available at www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/ 
intro.shtml. 

Organizations at the local, State, and national level play important 
roles to protect Americans from the effects of hurricanes. Rescue and 
relief organizations, the private sector, and the news media work to 
meet demands that emerge before, during, and after a hurricane. 
Among other services, they distribute safety information and help co-
ordinate relief activities. My Administration is committed to strength-
ening these efforts and is working every day to prepare for hurricanes 
and their potential impacts on everyone in the United States. 

The threat hurricanes pose to lives and property cannot be eliminated, 
but preparedness can reduce the dangers these storms pose for our 
families and communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States do hereby proclaim May 24 
through May 30, 2009, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week. I call 
upon government agencies, private organizations, media, community 
groups, schools, and residents of hurricane-prone areas to share infor-
mation about hurricane preparedness and response to help protect 
communities and save lives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
sixth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of 
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